TUTORIAL
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When added to a conveyor system,
skirt clamps help eliminate load-
point spillage in severe, heavy-
loading applications.
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CONVEYOR BELTS ' TUTORIAL

c onveyor belts are the lifeline for
effective, profitable production.
The equation that governs their opera-
tion is simple. Peak efficiency maximiz-
es productivity and profit. Breakdowns
cause downtime, and when breakdowns
occur, profits and productivity suffer.
While efficient belt-cleaning sys-
tems alone cannot ensure trouble-free
production, they do contribute to the
successful outcome of on-going opera-
tions. Comprised of belt fasteners,
belt cleaners and other accessories,
belt conveyors serve a single mission
—to maintain or increase production.
Because each of these components
serves distinctly different duties,
each must be selected

carefully to operate with the compatibil-
ity needed to achieve peak efficiency.

At the outset, careful consideration
must be given to selecting cleaners and
fasteners that will work together effec-
tively. The same holds true for belt selec-
tion and the development of routine and
specialized maintenance procedures.

There are two key goals of effective
belt-conveyor maintenance: 1) prevent
surprise belt failures and 2) keep main-
tenance downtime to a minimum.
Belt splicing is among the most criti-
cal parts of a conveyor system. First,
it is one of the few components that
constantly experiences heavy abrasive
wear. Second, a failed splice not
only stops the operation, it

drops materials; in fact, cleanup can
sometimes be worse than the repair.

MECHANICAL VERSUS
VULCANIZED SPLICING
Although some operators prefer vulca-
nized splicing, mechanical belt splic-
ing has been gaining popularity for
decades as it continues to prove—and
improve—its reliability, while offering
lower cost, quicker installation and
easier visual monitoring to prevent
surprise failures. In addition, the effec-
tive combinations of fasteners and
cleaners enable mechanical fasteners
to serve as a suitable alterna-
tive to vulcanization.






